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in one or more colored layers upon a ground
of another color. In early Christian worship,
vessels and objects of gold and silver were
enriched with gems and precious stones. But
it was not until the Italian Renaissance that
the art of gem engraving revived. In the
iSth and igth centuries, in England, shell
cameos for brooches, and engraved seals worn

angles to the upper surface. The circumfer-
ence of the stone is called the girdle, and by
this it is afterward secured by small claws or
projections of gold when set by the jeweller.
Below this girdle the stone is again faceted
in a pyramidal form; on an ordinary 'bril-
liant' cut stone there arc in all fifty-eight
planes or facets. Other transparent stones are

Gems and Precious Stones.

in bunches at the end of the watch chain or
ribbon, were much in vogue.

The Cutting and Polishing of precious
stones is a very delicate and difficult opera-
tion, requiring much skill on the part of the
worker. Diamonds are generally cut with a
fiat surface or table, surrounded by smaller
planes called facets, which are inclined at

cut in a similar manner* Emeralds are often
cut with a rather large flat top with a serie*
of sloping bevelled facets, and are then termed
'trap* or 'step' cut. The object of cutting
transparent stones is, of course, to secure the
brilliancy and play of reflected and refracted
light from and through the polished facets.
Opals, turquoises, moonstones, catVeyes, and